
mamaury y hihilllsss 1010101112 1

maury
hills 101

your guide to all things maury hills and getting connected 

maury y hihilllls s 101011 1



mamaury y hihilllsss 101010112

WELCOME TO  MAURY HILLS 101

W
e’re glad you’ve chosen to fi nd out more about the Maury Hills Church! Th is booklet is a ba-

sic introduction to our church family. It will attempt to answer a few basic questions about 

who we are and how to get more involved. It won’t answer every question so we encourage 

you to write them down as we go through the material and ask them during or aft er lunch.

Any of our ministers or leaders are also available to speak with you at any time. Simply contact the 

church offi  ce to make an appointment. Call Lisa at 931-380-0206 or email her at lisa@mauryhills.com.
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WHO ARE WE?

R E S T O R A T I O N

Ou r Sto ry

W
e like to joke that Mau-

ry Hills is an uninten-

tional church plant. 

In other words, the church that 

planted us didn’t mean too or even 

want too. It just happened. Some 

parts of that story are beautiful and 

inspiring while some parts are not. 

That’s usually the story of any new 

church. God takes a less-than-per-

fect people in a less-than-ideal sit-

uation and slowly transforms them 

into something for his glory.

In the early days, Maury Hills was 

nothing more than a handful of 

families meeting in their homes on 

Sunday nights. They dreamed of a 

new congregation. A place where…  

• People would be welcomed 

without judgment or condem-

nation.

• People who had been hurt by 

religion or legalism could find 

health and hope.

• People could experience the 

freedom of God’s grace and the 

power of His love.

That place became a reality Septem-

ber 30, 2001, when 60 people met 

together for worship, prayer and 

planning. The name “Maury Hills” 

was chosen, a meeting place was se-

cured at the old First Baptist build-

ing downtown and three men were 

chosen as shepherds. A week later 

we held our first worship service 

on October 7th, 2001 with a solid 

preacher’s count of 135 people.  

And then… [this is traditionally the 

part where every church tells about 

how “the Lord added to their num-

ber” and “they built a new building” 

and so on]. Well, that’s part of our 

story as well, but first we had some 

tough lessons to learn. The new 

church struggled with consistent 

leadership (three ministers in the 

first three years), developing an 

identity (just how Church of Christ 

are we going to be?) and questions 

of style (What will worship look 

like? Will we do Sunday school? 

How will we organize?).  

It took a few years to work through 

those issues, and to some extent, we 

continue to work through them. We 

realize our imperfections but be-

lieve God is using them for his pur-

poses. We’re amazed at the way this 

church has been used to impact the 

faith of many who had just about 

given up on faith. We look forward 

to many more years of building the 

kingdom here in Columbia and the 

surrounding area.  
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OUR VISION

A PLACE WHERE JUDGMENT ENDS AND RESTORATION BEGINS

T
his simple statement 

defines our hope and 

dreams for Maury Hills.  

We welcome people wherever 

they are on their spiritual jour-

ney. Seekers, doubters, back-

sliders, sinners, Pharisees and 

former Pharisees are all accepted 

here!  

We are a grace-oriented church.  

Judgment ends when you walk 

through the door.    

However, we also value truth 

and restoration. We believe that 

acceptance and mercy are the be-

ginning of transformation. God 

is calling us to change our lives 

and align our ways with his ways.  

To do this we need the help of 

his Son and his Spirit.

At Maury Hills, we are trying 

to create an environment where 

grace and truth intersect. It’s 

not an easy balance because the 

way forward is not always clear, 

but we believe this is the call 

of Scripture. It would be much 

easier to be “all-truth” (nothing 

goes) or “all-grace” (everything 

goes). Neither is an option. Scrip-

ture demands that we walk the 

messy middle ground of grace & 

truth.

For a great example of this tension, 

read about the Jewish Council in 

Acts 15. They showed grace by 

declaring “We will not make it 

difficult for those who are turning 

to God.” But they upheld truth by 

asking these new believers to hold 

to some basic Christian practices.  

This statement comes from the 

American Restoration Move-

ment and is one of the ways we 

maintain unity in the midst of 

diversity. We recognize there 

are a few core issues of faith in 

which we must unify (i.e. the 

identity of Jesus). However, we 

also recognize there are many 

other issues in which we must 

allow room for differences of 

opinion (i.e. the style of our 

worship). And in all things, 

whether it is a matter of faith or 

opinion, we must also show one 

another love. Jesus called love 

the greatest command in the 

entire Bible. If we fail here, we 

fail to be the church. 

What kind of church is Maury 

Hills? We are people just like 

you trying to live for a God who 

loved us so much that he held 

nothing back to save us. Be-

cause of his example of love and 

compassion for all people, we 

try to live out certain values that 

reflect Jesus in our community, 

in our homes, in our work and 

in our schools. These are our 

core values at Maury Hills.

OUR CORE PHILOSOPHY

IN MATTERS OF FAITH, UNITY;
IN MATTERS OF OPINION, 

LIBERTY; IN ALL THINGS LOVE.
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Community groups give us an opportunity to 

connect with other believers and learn from God’s 

Word together. We off er two kinds of groups.  

Community groups meet throughout the year 

and are sermon-based, meaning they study the 

topics addressed in the Sunday morning messages.  

Th ey are designed to build relationships. Growth 

groups are seasonal groups that meet in order to 

study a specifi c topic or text. Th ese are lead by 

qualifi ed leaders who will help you go deeper into 

God’s Word.

Worship gives us the opportunity to thank God, 

be reminded of all he's done for us and grow 

closer to him. We worship together every Sunday 

morning and each event draws us into a deeper 

relationship with God and challenges us to live 

for him throughout the week. It also gives us 

the opportunity to learn from God’s Word and 

spend time in refl ection and prayer. We encourage 

everyone to make a commitment to attend weekly 

worship.

Lasting life-change begins when we are very 

young. Th erefore, we believe that we must take the 

lead in partnering with parents to develop faith 

in the next generation. Our children’s ministry 

focuses on children birth through 6th grade and 

seeks to make Sunday the “best hour of the week.”  

We use biblical story-telling, age-appropriate wor-

ship and small groups to introduce them to faith.  

Our student ministry focuses on 7th-12th grades 

and uses community, teaching and groups to build 

faith.

We challenge everyone to fi nd an area of ministry 

or service. It may be volunteering in our children’s 

ministry or hosting a community group in your 

home. It may be volunteering for one of the many 

local non-profi ts we support. Whatever, wherever, 

however…serve! Th e major ministry initiatives 

of Maury Hills include Dream 514 (education, 

medical and construction help for the country 

of Belize—www.dream514.com), People Helping 

People (home renovation for the elderly), Habitat 

for Humanity (building homes for those in need) 

and Brown Elementary School (our neighborhood 

school).

COMMUNITY GROUPSWORSHIP

SERVING OTHERSCHILDREN & STUDENTS

WHAT DO WE DO?

OUR
ENVIRONMENTS
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"love the lord, your god, with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind . . . love your neighbor as 
yourself."
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1Non-denominational 
& non-judgmental

A “church that belongs 
to Christ” rather than a 
“Church of Christ” 
denomination.  

4Discipleship through 

relationship

Seeking spiritual growth 
through relationships and 
community 
(COMMUNITY groups).

7Unity with other believers

Unity within our 
congregation and 
within the Christian 
community at large.

2Strong emphasis on children 

& youth ministries 

Partnering with 
parents to lead the 
next generation 
towards life-long faith 
in Jesus

5Serving the community in 

which we live.

Finding simple and 
effective ways to serve 
the community around 
us.

3Authentic worship

Engaging God and 
others through worship 
that is honest, relevant 
& participatory

6Continued growth and 

outreach

Reaching those who 
don’t know Jesus or 
currently don’t attend 
church.

CORE VALUES
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We believe membership is important for several reasons.  One, it’s AN antidote to our society.  We 
live in an age where very few people are committed to anything, including church.  Membership 
swims against the current of this attitude and says some things are worth committing to.  Two, 
membership is a practical way of defining who can be counted on.  Every team has a roster.  Every 
school has an enrollment.  Every army has an enlistment.  Joining the church simply communicates 
that you are a part of the MOVEMENT.  Three, making a commitment to a local church leads to 
spiritual growth.  Jesus established the church for a reason.  He thought it was a good idea and 
created it as a powerful force for change in our lives and the society around us. 

HOW DO I
 GET INVOLVED?

JOINING THE CHURCH
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"god made us for relationships. even he 
desires love and companionship. becoming 
part of a movement where god is determined 
to save the world is the greatest calling life 
has to offer."

What is membership?
We see it as two primary commitments: 

1. A commitment to Christ (you’ve made a profes-

sion of faith).

2. A commitment to his church (you’re active in a 

local congregation).

How do I join Maury Hills?
If you have or are willing to make these two commit-

ments, then we welcome you as a member at Maury 

Hills! We do not ask you to “prove” your commitment 

by sending a letter, participating in a ceremony, sign-

ing a covenant, etc. We simply accept you where you 

are on your journey of faith, understanding that your 

commitment is not an event, but a process.  

If you have not, then we encourage you to consid-

er putting your trust in Christ by being baptized. 

Baptism is our faith response to the saving work of 

Jesus. It tells the world that we belong to Christ and 

are committed to growing in Him. It does not mark 

the end of the journey, but the beginning. We also 

ask you to actively participate in church believing the 

church represents the “body of Christ.”

What’s expected of me after I join?
We expect our members to participate in the life of 

the church by attending worship on Sundays, joining 

a group, serving in a ministry and, if you have kids, 

getting them connected in our children/student min-

istries. You may not be doing all these things yet and 

that’s OK. We just want to see our members moving 

towards involvement in these environments because 

we believe they will help you grow closer to God and 

others. We also expect our members to give regularly 

to the church so we can fund our ministry and mis-

sion and obey God's calling.


